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COMMUNITY HOUSING STRATEGIC PLAN, KEY PROVIDERS 

341. Hon GIZ WATSON to the Minister for Housing and Works: 
I refer to progress on the implementation of the community housing strategic plan. 

(1) Has the Department of Housing and Works recognised that more than three key providers may be 
needed in the metropolitan area? 

(2) As the department has indicated that no organisations could currently be considered key providers, can 
the department please identify - 

(a) what will be required of organisations seeking key provider status; and 

(b) what resources will be made available to organisations seeking to become key providers to 
assist them to reach the established criteria? 

(3) Given that the department launched the community housing strategic plan in October last year, can the 
department advise the House what progress has been made in implementing the plan? 

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1) Yes, but the current view of the department is that the appropriate number is three.  No decision has 
been made. 

(2) The department’s view is that no community housing organisation could currently be considered a key 
provider.  However, a number of organisations are at an advanced stage of development and are well 
placed to become key providers fairly quickly. 

(a) The manager of community housing has already provided the community housing sector with 
the requisite criteria at a workshop in December 2003.  A list of these criteria is attached.  I 
have a paper that I seek to have incorporated in Hansard.  

Leave granted. 

The following material was incorporated - 

 

Community Housing Key Provider Criteria 
For an organisation to become a key provider, it will be necessary that they meet the following criteria: 

• Have a regional housing focus. 

• Are dynamically viable 

• Are willing to increase affordable housing supply by exploring alternative potential capital and resources, to 
Government funding. 

• Demonstrate a willingness to enter into joint housing ventures with the Department and other key 
stakeholders such as Local Government. 

• Are prepared to form partnerships with identified compliant and non-compliant Community Housing 
providers. 

• Are willing to take the role of principal contractor to achieve GST savings that may lead to increased 
housing opportunities. 

• Have a proven track record in housing management. 
• Can demonstrate they are compliant with funding agreements. 
• Have a strong commitment to the Community Housing code of practice. 
• Can demonstrate proven sound financial management practices. 
• Have established good governance practices for tenants. 
• Demonstrated strong commitment to sustainable housing principles. 

 

(b) Since 1995-96 the department has provided annual funding totalling $1 966 700, plus the 
goods and services tax - since the introduction of the GST - to the Community Housing 
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Coalition of WA to resource organisations such as those wishing to become key providers.  In 
2003-04 this funding is $240 000, plus GST. 

(3) A number of initiatives identified in the plan have been achieved, with other initiatives in progress.  I 
seek leave to have incorporated in Hansard a list detailing the initiatives. 

Leave granted. 

The following material was incorporated - 
 

Community Housing Strategic Plan Initiatives 
The Community Housing strategic plan is a 5-year plan to be implemented over the life of the current 
Commonwealth State Housing Agreement.  Progress to date includes: 

Achieved 
• Negotiations with Noongar Mia Mia to become an indigenous housing association have taken place and 

some infrastructure funding has been provided to them in 2003/2004, to achieve this. 

• The 2004/2005 Community Housing funding round included a requirement that organisations demonstrate a 
commitment to the code of practice, before funding would be offered. 

• Measures have been introduced to improve the data collection process, with penalties for non-compliance. 

• In the 2003/2004 funding round, the Department included a requirement that it receive allocation rights into 
newly funded Community Housing Program projects. 

• The 2004/2005 funding round identified indigenous people as a key target group and indicated it would give 
preference to funding applications that targeted indigenous people. 

• Bond assistance has been reintroduced for most Crisis Accommodation Program properties, and has been 
written into policy. 

In Progress 
• A package of information is being prepared prior to seeking expressions of interest from organisations 

interested in becoming key providers. 

• The number of Community Disability Housing Program headleases has been reduced from four to one, 
although the new document is in draft form at this stage. 

• Guidelines for all Community Housing programs have been amalgamated into one document, which is 
currently in draft form. 

• An electronic rent calculator is currently being developed in consultation with the Community Housing 
Coalition of WA. 

• Planning is under way for the state Community Housing conference and awards for excellence by providers, 
which will take place in December 2004.  The Department is providing funding for these events. 

• A discussion paper on common waiting lists has been developed by the Community Housing Coalition of 
WA and is currently being negotiated with them. 
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